† Juhani Olamo RDP FRPSL passed away
Juhani Olamo, born in 1940, passed away in Helsinki on 1st September this year, ten days before his 70th birthday. He was, in all respects, a senior philatelist, earning the honour of RDP by virtue of his collections of Finland and Ecuador, for his regular service on national and international judging panels, for his work as an internationally recognised Expert and for his contributions to organised philately. 

In the revenue arena he collected Ecuador and Denmark and wrote the definitive catalogue of The Revenue Stamps of Ecuador published in 1994. His exhibit of Ecuador revenues was first shown in Finlandia 88 (Bronze, but for two frames only) and achieved Gold in Istanbul in 1996. His collection of Classic Revenues of Denmark was shown at the National level where he won Large Vermeil medals.

The fight to gain FIP recognition for revenues, first as a distinct section within the Traditional class, and subsequently as a distinct class, was a team effort involving amongst others the late Gary Ryan, Martin Erler, Ron Butler and Juhani Olamo. 
It is maybe no coincidence that Finlandia 88 was the first International with an Experimental Revenue section. In 1991 the FIP Congress in Tokyo formally established the Revenue section and at Istanbul in 1996 Juhani was elected President of the section. A day or two later the FIP Congress approved a Finnish motion that Revenues should be promoted to top-rank status with its own Commission (50 for and 17 against), and Juhani became President of the Revenue Commission, a post he held until 2002.

Juhani earned earlier plaudits for his collections of Finnish postal material which won Gold at Sofia in 1989 for Finland model 1885, and in 1985 he published The Finnish Tete-Beches 1865-1885. He was also an active collector of postal markings which were documented in important books including one on Postal Censorship in Finland 1914-17 and Finnish Postal Cancellations of the two-ring type. 

From his early collecting days Juhani took a special interest in forgeries. His studies of those of Finland culminated in a multi-volume study The Finnish Forgery Manual (1998-). He had earlier been instrumental in the formation of the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation of Finland (early 1980s) and served as its first President; he was also active within the Association Internationale des Experts en Philatelie (AIEP), was awarded their Hunziker Medal for meritorious service in 2001, and acted as a consultant on mainly Finnish material to other Expert Committees and, from time to time, Juries at International exhibitions.
A third aspect to Juhani’s involvement in philately - philatelic literature - was fuelled by and supported his specialist interests. He had an insatiable thirst for knowledge and built up the largest private philatelic library in Finland. 
One outcome was the five-volume Bibliography of Finnish Philatelic Literature, another was his involvement in competitive exhibitions where he frequently acted as a judge in the Literature section of International shows and was the Finnish Delegate to the FIP Literature Commission from 1978 and acted as a Board Member from 1984.

During his spare time Juhani was an active member of the management committees of several Finnish philatelic societies including over ten years with the Philatelic Federation of Finland where he took on responsibility for philatelic matters, jury training and expertisation. 
He was the Finnish delegate to three FIP Commissions. He acted as a Jury member at all levels, being one of the leading National judges during the 1980s and 1990s and then a judge at a number of International shows, participating in panels for Traditional, Literature and Revenue classes. 
When he wasn’t a juror he usually acted as National Commissioner, carrying the Finnish exhibits to and from shows around the world.

He was one of the small band of philatelists who combine their love of stamps with the financial means (and time) to participate fully in the International arena and who possess the drive to undertake significant writing projects. 

His contributions to so many aspects of philately were rewarded by medals and other honours: the Finnish Philatelic Society presented their Fieandt Medal for research and study in 1977 and again in 2002; the Leo Linder Award in 1999 is perhaps the most coveted of Finnish philately; the Finnish Federation presented their Pro Philatelia medal in 1998 and in 1997 he became the fifth Finn to add his name to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

Sadly, Juhani became victim to a long-term illness around 2000, which caused him to curtail some of his more strenuous philatelic activities, though he remained an active collector to the end: he was beginning a plating study of some Danish revenues this July. 
It is often rather difficult to discover from philatelic sources anything about the private or professional lives of collectors, but Juhani is described in the AIEP website as Managing Director. His father’s family owned property and as a young man Juhani acted as a house manager or some such; his mother’s family owned a company called Parvis-filmi which imported equipment for the film industry, mainly from England. This latter provided Juhani with regular opportunities to visit London during which he built up his contacts in the Royal Philatelic Society. He became a member in 1976 and was elected Fellow ten years later. 
He is survived by his wife Rauni, son Kari and daughter Minna - and several grandchildren.

[This  information was gleaned from the AIJP and AIEP websites (the photo from the latter) and I am particularly grateful to Jukka Mäkinen for many of the details. GCA]
