The Tax Stamp Hall of SUFE, China - a Place Worth Visiting for Revenuers

By Yaohua Liang

Founded in 1917, Shanghai University of Finance &
Economics (SUFE) is one of the oldest and top-rank
financial universities in China. SUFE built & opened its

Business Museum in September 2017 (Fig 1). The |

Museum consists of six branch halls: China Higher
Business Education Hall (the major hall), Tax Stamp

Hall (Fig 2), Insurance Hall, Currency Hall, Computing g&

Equipment Hall and Temporary Hall.

Among about 20 Tax Museums in China, the Tax

Stamp Hall of SUFE has the largest number and the

highest quality of tax stamps (Fig 3-5). It has a
collection of nearly 10 revenue exhibits that won high
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Fig 1: the Business Museum of SUFE

prizes at Chinese national and the FIP philatelic exhibitions (including two exhibits that won Gold medals
at the FIP exhibitions). More than 4000 precious tax stamps and their combinations selected from the
collection of the Hall are displayed, and they are divided into six exhibition areas: a Brief History of
Taxation in China, Agricultural Tax Stamps, Commodity Tax Stamps, Duty Stamps, Other Tax Stamps,

and Tax Stamps of about 250 Foreign Countries & Regions.

Fig 4: part of the Tax Stamp Hall
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Fig 5: part of the Tax Stamp Hall

I'm the Jury Secretary of SHANGHAI 2021 (a physical national exhibition held on April 28-30). After the
judging, several Chinese revenuers and I were invited to visit the Tax Stamp Hall of SUFE with great
interest on Friday afternoon, April 30 (Fig 6).What’s worth mentioning is that Mr. Jin Xing (the first from
the right in Fig 6) just won G + FEL with his revenue exhibit “the First Duty Stamps and Their Usage after
the Liberation of Shanghai (from 14 June 1949 to 15 October 1950)” at SHANGHAI 2021.

Fig 6: our group photo in front of the Business Museum
of SUFE. From the left: Mr. Shi Hong (Shanxi), Mr. Liu
Guang-Ming (Shanghai), Mr. Yao-Hua Liang (Hubei),
Mr. Bao Ming-Wei (Shanghai), Mr. Zhang Wei-Wei
(Beijing), Mr. Huang Chen-Huei (Chinese Taipei), Mr. Li
De-Yuan (Shanghai) and Mr. Jin Xing (Shanghai)



Here are some examples of the collection displayed in the Tax Stamp Hall of SUFE -

1) Although the history of Chinese taxation can be dated back to 4000 years ago, all revenue items have
not been affixed any stamp until the “"Cloud, Dragons and Scenery” duty stamps (unissued formally) were

Fig 8: a receipt in the Qing Dynasty
(1651), paid grain tax

2) Receipts & stamps on the commodity tax.
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Fig 9: a Juanzhao (tax receipt) for tea - levying Fig 10: a Hupiao (tax receipt) for tea - levying tax
tax silver 8 liang, introduced by Huizhou ) silver 3.43 liang for 490 jin of tea, introduced by
Government (1866) Zhejiang Provincial Government (1869)
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The republican period was one during which fox stomps for tobocco and alcohol were the most various and alse most complex. These stamps were usually
affixed on the containers of the products, be it carton. bottie, jor or bamel. Hence with lopse of time and long years of war, coupled with destruction of stamps
when product was cccessed, existing examples of these stamps are very seldom seen. Archival records of these stomps ore scanty ond to date there is no
published catalogue on these stamps.

This exhibit, through long years of intensive sfudy has selected for display, exomples which are most representafive ta utmostly portroy a complete picture of
the collection of faxes on fobaces and alcohol during the republican period. Included for display are scores of unique items and scores of items of which only 2-5
examples of each are known fo exist, with the rest being mostly of scarcity less than 20 examples seen lo date to exist. Because during this republican period from
1912 to 1949 the country was ot vorious fimes not totally unified under a single government, fax stamps of separatist governments including Communist. in confral of
various parts of the country are also included.

Although opium, strictly speaking, is not tobacce, tax stamps on opium are also included in the exhibit os the Chinese charocter 'iﬂ‘: meaning "smoke’
"cigarette’ or “fobaccs” also embraces "opium™ with the latter colloguially refered fo as "A R i.e. "Big Smake”. All the early B (‘Smoking P_FDNDWEDH ) campaigns
in the country did not refer fo bans on cigorette or cigor smoking, but were in fact “Opium Prohibition” campaigns cs there was then no consideration of health risks
from smoking of tobocco.
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frames 1 24  Tax Slamps For Tobacco Products with disploy of fhe eariiest seen non-denominated fobacco tax labels from 2 different provinces. 1si issue of
national (so-called) tobacco tax stamps, followed by provincial issues by local warlord governments, and National Govemment issues when
the country was ogain unified or near unified. Very rare tobacco tax stamps of Anhui Province for refugee relief when Shanghai became
ied by the Joponese in 1938, are olso included. This section ends with a selection of very rare opium tax stamps of the "Opium
i e
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Frames 547  Tex Stamps For Alcohol Products showing provincial issues, so-called "nallonal” issues and Nalional Government issues when the country e s ame oo ¢ et Lo Bmac Ol
became unified, This is followed by the Ministry of Finance Tax Bureau stamps issued from July 1933 (after safistactery trial use) in 7 provinces and this is the only example with all printing design complete. )
and stomps issued in Liberoted Areas offer the Nationalists had lost confral of vast portions of the country to the Communists.
Frame 8 Common Use Tax Slamps For Tobacco & Alcohol showing Minisiry of Finance Intemal Revenue Administralion issues of stamps for tax on

general goods (of which 10baceo and olcohol were included) from late 1944 till end of the Republic of China, concluding with issues in 1942
ond 1948 from Xinfiong Province.
reference lilerciue:
{lobaceo & Wine Tax History} publshed by ihe Minsiry of Finance Tobacco B Wine Tax Buteou, 1927,
{irishey of finonce Annuol Reports} published by kong Xiongs, 193,
{Saloeied Archival Recorts on indusity & Commerce Tax Collection Haiory) in 10 volumes edited by Nonjng Univenily, 1956,
(Unique items In exhibit are outlined in red )

Fig 11: introductory page and P 2 of the exhibit "Republic of China Tobacco & Alcohol Tax Stamps (1912-1949)”
(AUSTRALIA 2013, 90 points, Gold medal)

15t Issue Of Jiangxi Province Cigarette Smokers’ Donation Stamps Peking Local Cigaretle Smokers' Donation Stamp
Jingshi

Usage On
Cigor Box

08¢ 08¢
0.4¢

All extsting stamps in the world regarding his issue are all here shown above. Details of Issue re her study.)

2nd Issue Of Jiangxi Province Cigarefte Smokers' Donation Stamps

19247 Retail price for box
of cigars was $3.45.
paid:-
e stamp ¥ 2 = $0.02
4cstamp X 31=5012
5¢ stamp X 1 = 50.05
The incomplete 0.4c stamp The 1¢ stamp Is one of the 10c stamp X 5 = $0.50
15 the only existing example only 2 known examples of @ 20% rate = 50.69
seen 10 date. this stamp seen to date.
0.4c 1
{No other values of this issue are found 1o date. Details of issue require further study)
Jiangxi Provincial Government Treasury Department Tobacco Trade Permit Stamps
With the practice of coliecting inland 1ax on fabacco being widespread in the country, Jiongx province in July 1924 dropped the pretext of ‘smekers’ donation’ fo officially collect tax on the
"lobocco frade”, and new fax siamps were printed with Chinese choracters fo directly reflect the objective ond purpose. Tax rote was set at 20% of the morket price of cigareltes

July 1924
Lithography

2 4c

Liaoning Province Cigarette Special Tax Stamps
After eimination of the Beiyang warord regime. the new Republic of China govemment in February 1929 announced the abolshment
unified nafional fox system. Severcl provincial govemments ottempted last gasp efforts fo envich provincial freasuries before the ne:
colled Fengtien) province among these. Design for a local cigarette fax stomp fo be printed in 12 colours for 12 tax collection distri
printed. Qut of the 16 proofs, 4 colours were eliminated. Decision mighf have been too late, for the stamps were never issusd.

of tobaceo fax by individual provinces io be replaced by @
W rule was enforced, the newly renamed Liaoning {erstwhie
icts were hastily made, ond a set of 16 colour trail proofs were

February 1929

Fengtien Province Cigarette
Special Tax Stamp

1
[sfill Under Beiyong Regime}

characier plale Aaw vasiely 10¢ value surcharged o *4¢

OJF "4 $48° for collection of tax on

1obacco products other ihan cigareties. 10¢ surchasged 1o & O/P 5 18"

Lithagsaphed colour trial proofs In 16 colaurs. Unselected colours were marked with an X"

Fig 12: (ditto, two pages) local cigarette tax stamps in Jiangxi Province, Peking Municipality and Liaoning Province
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Fig 13: very rare plate proofs of tobacco tax stamp, Fig 14: a unique die proof of 0.4c cigarette tax stamp, with
Zhejiang Province (March 1923) optional characters for other values, Jingzhao (1923)



Fig 15: a unique colour proof of 50c opium prohibition tax
stamp, Shandong Province (1912)
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Fig 16: a unique die proof of 5000 yuan commodity tax
stamp, with amendments inscribed by the Tax
Department of the Ministry of Finance (1947)

3) Almost any commodity tax item with tax stamp(s) is extremely difficult to survive (the ones pointed by

Fig 17: external packings of cigar & cigarette

Fig 19: external packings of various cosmetics

4



a-um

%
X

i
1

i E RN B ERIE T

Fig 20: stockings
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Fig 25: an external packing of cut tobacco
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Fig 26: an external packing of carbon paper
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Fig 27: a white spirit bottle
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4) Characteristic commodity tax stamps and commodity tax payment certificates.

) il _"‘:'lm-- e e -
— TRADE REVENUE ON MAGHINE MAKE
‘s THE NATIONAL WINE R TOBAGCO BUR

TRADE Ki VENUE ON MAGH XE MAGE VINES ()
THENATIONAL VINE R T/ ALiE0 BUREAU @ \7) 8
e

o T, Ty T L

Fig 30: 1c and 10c sale tax stamps

on machine make wines, issued by

the National Wine & Tobcco Bureau
and limited to use in Jingzhao

Fig 32: unused 50 yuan and 100
yuan unified tax stamps on
commodity (both with complete
counterfoils), issued by the Tax
Department of the Ministry of
Finance in 1945

Fig 28: an external packing
of Indian incense
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Fig 29: an external packing
of toothpaste (sample)
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Fig 31: a 2c special duty stamp of the National
Government, overprinted with “Firecrackers in
Hubei Province” and used in Hankow

Fig 33: local salt tax stamps for 2, 3, 10, 50
and 100 jin of salt, issued by the
Department of Finance of Yunnan Province



Fig 34: a tax payment certificate for 1 jin Fig 35: a specimen of the tax payment certificate

of local yellow rice wine (Zhejiang print), for 2 jin of yellow rice wine or soaked wine
issued by the Tax Department of the (Jiangsu print, affixed on a thick yellow paper),
Ministry of Finance and limited to use in issued by the Tax Department of the Ministry of
Zhejiang Province (used in 1930) Finance and limited to use in Jiangsu Province

Fig 36: a rare local wine tax stamp for 20 Fig 37: a rare local peanut kernel tax stamp for 120 jin of

Jjin of local wine, levying tax 5.4c (Zhejiang peanut kernels, levying tax 480 cash (with counterfoil,
print), issued and limited to use in Zhejiang Rongcheng County print, Shandong), issued and limited to
Province (used in 1914) use in Rongcheng County

issued by the Tax Department of the Ministry of bristle, issued by the Tax Department of the
Finance and used in Gansu Province in 1932 Ministry of Finance



5) Duty stamps and their combinations.
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Fig 40: introductory page and a rare item of the exhibit "Western China Fiscal Issue (1920-1949)” (WSC ISRAEL 2008, 93

points, Gold medal). The license was affixed 12 "Cloud, Dragons and Scenery” 100 cash duty stamps of the Qing Empire

overprinted with "Republic of China (ROC), 2c of stamp duty” and surcharged as well as 20 Yunnan print “"Great Wall” 1c
duty stamps of the ROC. Paid tax 0.44 yuan for the price value of 440 yuan (rate 1%o0) and dated on 17 July 1929
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Fig 41: a unique uncut & imperforated Guangdong print “"Great Wall” sheet of 2c duty stamps of the ROC,
printed on a thick paper (rotated 90° for easy placement on this sheet)
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Fig—42: i}ery rare central design and 1c die roofs, and 1c (brown , 2 (green) and 10c (red) co/odr proofs
of Yunnan print “Great Wall” duty stamp. All printed by American Bank Note Co. in 1923
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Fig 43: a land contract affixed a large sheet of 60
Gansu print “White Sun Emblem and Grain” 2c duty
stamps, used in Yongdeng County. Paid tax 1.2 yuan
for the price value of 120 yuan (rate 1%) and dated
on 12 February 1930 (only one known)

Fig 44: a land contract affixed a high face value Guizhou
print “Great Wall” 50c duty stamps, used in Tianzhu
County. Paid tax 50c for the price value of 28800 yuan and
dated on 2 April 1934 (only one known)

6) Many other tax stamps & items are displayed in the Tax Stamp Hall. Here are just two examples of
them.
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Fig 45: a real estate contract of 1911 was transferred in 1913.The contract and its transfer
certificate were bound together, and two 10c transfer tax stamps were affixed for the certificate

Fig 46: metallic tags for the vehicle & horse tax in Mukden Province in the Qing Dynasty and the ROC



