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Objectives of Seminar

Provides insights on China’s economic, social
& political development

Focus on Taxation rather than specific stamps
Usage on documents emphasized

Common everyday revenue stamps rather
than rarities

Offers alternative fun way to collecting
revenue stamps rather than “traditional style”



Organization

Imperial Period Pre-1911
Republican Period 1910-1920s
Mixed Transitional 1920s to 1930s

Economy 1930s to 1940s
Socialist Period Post 1950s



The Imperial Period Pre-1911
The Age of Agricultural Feudalism

Wt

e Self reliance on agriculture

* Revenues mainly land to
meet the Emperors
expenses

e covering military,
construction of public works
but also religious ceremonies
and maintaining Imperial
expenses.



Mainly land tax registration, assessment,
administration & collection

-

Blank Revenue Pre-printed document from the Ming Dynasty
mmdumIMmeDym-:mun:'mnwMunnuxn-mvmuumouolwmwpmm
was printed and uead localy This tlank Revenue documant was issued durng the nee of Emperar War-Li, 1573-
1620 whereby other relevant tacts | dates. sums payable etc. were filled o by l0cal tax colectons
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Pre-Printed Land Tax form. Ming Dynasty 1624
Pre-pnnted by the County Administr ston for Land tax & Revenves dunng the Ming Dyrasty
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Chinese Revenue Adhesives were also
introduced by 1898...

1899 Chinese Imperial Stamp
Printed by the American Bank Note Company in New York. these stamps were never placed in use

Overpnnted "SPECIMEN" and punched with security holes.



REPUBLICAN PERIOD
The Age of The Industrial Revolution

(1910’s-1920’s)
* |n 1911, Dr. Sun Yat Sun
overthrew the Qing rulers to
establish a western style
Republican Cabinet system.

* Transformation from a
primarily agrarian economy [fl :::

an industrial revolution. II= :II |
iinm

 Domestic Industries such as ks
textile and grain were rapidl|
developed.



While land tax remained relevant, other forms of
taxation replaced its importance ...

Tanes for 4t class exclusive alcohol retall icanse

Tan payable for replacing lost cadastral titie
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Revenue stamps issued by many Provinces to cope with
economic growth & prosperity.

Bank Passbooks
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China’s woes were exacerbated by greater
foreign intervention on China’s revenue policies
and the Opium problem.




REPUBLICAN PERIOD (1930s)
The Age of Wawrlord Civil Unwest

* This period was plagued by
wars. Prior to 1927, Chiang
Kai Shek took control of the
Nationalist party in an
attempt to unify the
country.




To pay for War expenses, savings program and
Bond were introduced along with...

Short Term Treasury Note with Revenue stamp Earty Commurist Ravenue Bonds

In hee 35 [ ear (1847) the Republe of Chna issued thase short-term Treasury Notes (First issue) for an amount
g USSI00 milkon i an interest rate of 20% per annum Each bond 1o be confirmed with revenue stamp. here
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...With consumption taxes and VAT especially on
luxury commodities such as Beer and matches.

Repacking Revenue Certificates

Commodity, Wine and Tebacco Tax rapecking duty conficate
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1938 Revenue canmficates ssued in the
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Beer Tongshui Tax
Tongshes was 3 general consumption tax deveioped dunng the mid-15205 et was Imposed
5 @ MANARCHNO0S S6S [ 0N QOOUS whan they ket the factory. Intended 1o be laxed ooly
ONoE 10 o] CUlmuissve Laxabon, it wiss spphed o beer, sprils, ogarettes, cotton yarn,
matches and whaat flour

Ministry of Finance in 1947 Tax was
mposed o G0% of the ad valorem
erage of he beer
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Consular and Judicial revenues were issued in

line with a western monarchy system.
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The Russians supported a revolt in the 3 Districts
Region in Sinkiang whilst the Japanese invaded the
northeastern part of the country on 1931 and ...

-

1945 *A" Series Star-Moon design issue 1949 Agriculture & Industry Series
1845 tl ber 1949, the 3 Distrs 1 2 stamps with face value of 5 With the founding of the Republc of Ching in 1048, & & senies of cumency reforms were put in place to
& 10 yuan Owing to the vanous economic woes during the war there was a lack of paper. simple m{':.d..ym' ":.:‘.':.:.gu;wmw o E—

crude printing equipments and having to print in different locations for securty reasons, there were
many stamps with different colors. paper and prnt formats

Complee sheet of 8 5 Yuan Dust Use revenue

Complate Sheet of 8 10 yuan Dual purpose revenuss

The Regions of Sinkiang introduced their e oot 8 3655230 w05 9 et dsseced ke = caates e 2800 e
own tax system to fund their own economy



...despite the hardships, the Chinese people
adapted & persevered...
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MIXED TRANSITIONAL ECONOMY (1940’s)
The Age of Commumnist Transition

e ..when the Anti-Japanese
War ended in 1945, a Civil
War resumed between the
Nationalist Party and the
Communist.

 To meet increased
Government expenditure
especially the military, new
taxes were introduced.




This caused great shortages of goods and led to runaway
inflation.

1947 Revenues during Infiation
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This was also a time for the large
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A new set of Tax laws were introduced for public
control and steps were taken to reduce excessive

consumption

1648 Official new Tax directves fram Central Governmant o Province
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The Workers Union became militarized and soon the
Communist Ideologies became wide spread...

Natonal Labor Union Fee Tax Stamps
1845 Transportation Senes Printed Proof
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SOCIALIST PERIOD (1950’s)
The Age of Comumunist Succession
| |

* A mixed economy between 1949
and 1956 to provide time to
nationalize private capital and
establish control of national
production.



A stamp tax and a tobacco and wine tax was created and the
Government issued Treasury notes and bonds to mop up excess

cash.

Cigarette Revenues used on package
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A Commodity Tax as well as Business tax was
introduced.

25% Business Tax Cut-out receipt 1950

Jure 21, 1950. "Business Tax Recepr” from South Jiangsu Agministrative
Ares Revenue Bureau, East China to a Bulchar shop for saling pork in Waxi
Caty amounting $726,000. The Revenue tax of 318,150 aquivalent to 25%
was pad This amount is confirmed by & sanes of Wangles and rhombuses
shicking out on the left side of the document
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Communist Central Economy 1956-1976
The Age of Soviet Style Strict Commumnism

From 1956 to 1976, a
strict Soviet type state
planned economy was
introduced and all
Industry and commerce
became state
enterprises.

The Tax system
simplified under theory
that Socialist County
need no taxation.
Revenue Stamps ceases
to be used in PRCin
1958
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Modern Socialist Economy 1977 till present
The Age of Chinav Global Resurgence

By 1978, new economic policies were adopted and a new Tax system
adopted. Instead of remitting a fixed profit to the Government, the enterprise
now pays an Income Tax for actual profit earned.

By 1988, Revenue Stamps were once again Issued thus renewing the

cycle of Chinese Taxation chronicles.
Satellite, Industries, Oil and Transportation Issue 1988-1989

FHA RN

10 cents Satellite 20 cents Satellite 50 cents Satellite
design design design
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1 dollar Industries design 5 dollar Transportation 10 dollar Oil drilling design
design



PERIOD
Imperial Period
Republican Period

Mixed Transitional
Economy

Socialist Period
Strict Soviet Style
Modern China

The End

DATE CHARACTERISTICS
Pre-1911 Agricultural Feudalism
1910-1920s Warlord Civil Unrest
1920s to 1930s 1920s to 1930s

1930s to 1940s Communist Transition
Post 1950s Communist Succession
1956-1976 Soviet Style Communist
1977 till present Global Resurgence






