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Objectives of Seminar

ÅtǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
& political development

ÅFocus on Taxation rather than specific stamps

ÅUsage on documents emphasized

ÅCommon everyday revenue stamps rather 
than rarities

ÅOffers alternative fun way to collecting 
ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜέ



Organization

Imperial Period

Republican Period

Mixed Transitional 
Economy

Socialist Period

Pre-1911

1910-1920s

1920s to 1930s

1930s to 1940s

Post 1950s



The Imperial Period Pre-1911
The Age of Agricultural Feudalism

ÅSelf reliance on agriculture

ÅRevenues mainly land to 
meet the Emperors 
expenses 
Åcovering military, 

construction of public works 
but also religious ceremonies 
and maintaining Imperial 
expenses.



Mainly land tax registration, assessment, 
administration & collection 



Chinese Revenue Adhesives were also 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ муфуΧ



REPUBLICANPERIOD 
The Age of The Industrial Revolution 

όмфмлΩǎ-мфнлΩǎύ
ÅIn 1911, Dr. Sun Yat Sun 

overthrew the Qing rulers to 
establish a western style 
Republican Cabinet system. 

ÅTransformation from a 
primarily agrarian economy to 
an industrial revolution.

ÅDomestic Industries such as 
textile and grain were rapidly 
developed. 



While land tax remained relevant, other forms of 
ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ Χ



Revenue stamps issued by many Provinces to cope with 
economic growth & prosperity. 



/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǿƻŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 

and the Opium problem.



REPUBLICAN PERIOD (1930s)
The Age of Warlord Civil Unrest 

ÅThis period was plagued by 
wars. Prior to 1927, Chiang 
Kai Shek took control of the 
Nationalist party in an 
attempt to unify the 
country. 



To pay for War expenses, savings program and 
.ƻƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΧ



ΧǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ±!¢ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ 
luxury commodities such as Beer and matches.


