CHINA 2009 – FIP WORLD STAMP SHOW
Dingle Smith

I was fortunate enough to be the Australian Commissioner to China 2009 held at Luoyang, 10-16 April. This account includes:

· a short account of the Exhibition (reprinted from May issue of The Asia Pacific Exhibitor, photographs kindly provided by Jonas Hällström the Swedish Commissioner);
· a list of the Revenue Exhibits and their awards;
· comments on the overall Revenue Class;
· brief comments for most of the multi-frame exhibits. 

The Olympic Games of Philately

The marvellous venues, opening ceremony and charming volunteers at the Beijing Olympic Games in 2008 achieved universal acclaim. The same outstanding features were repeated at the FIP World Stamp Exhibition held at Luoyang in Henan Province. For those fortunate enough to attend the memories will stay with them forever.

The show was housed in a new and spectacular two-storey exhibition hall surrounded by extensive and recently established parkland. At the conclusion of the show it is to become the National Museum for the historic city of Luoyang. Both the exterior and interior architectural designs are magnificent with marble floors, escalators, cafeteria and individual galleries for the philatelic classes, dealers and postal agencies. 

The opening ceremony was held in a 50,000 seat sports stadium built for the 2008 Olympics. The two hour long program was viewed on nationwide television with a cast of several thousand on stages set amid myriads of potted peonies. China 2009 shared advertising and a major tourist attraction with the long established local annual world Peony Festival. Among the entertainers were many world renowned soloists, These included Sarah Brightman who also sang at the Beijing Olympic opening ceremony and Jacky Chan the movie star from Hong Kong. The entertainment ranged from classical ballet and opera to rap and pop and at various times several hundred performers were on stage. Among my favourites were massed sword dancers from the famed Chinese martial arts academies and temples at Shaolin (situated close to Luoyang) and equally large numbers of tiny tots many dressed as post boxes!

As befits a world exhibition there were some 3,200 frames of exhibits spaciously arranged and signposted. The most impressive feature of the Show however was the crowds of people who  attended ; estimates of attendees range from 400,000 to 600,000 over the seven days the show was open. Even more impressive was that the majority of the visitors were there to view the exhibits! The queues for the invited display from the British Royal Collection waited for between 2 to 4½ hours to view these treasures. As a further instance of the interest in the exhibits, all of which were written up in English, on the Sunday afternoon I was attempting to make notes of a revenue exhibit that focussed on plating studies of the 5c issue of Bolivia of 1867 but had great difficulty due to the press of onlookers.

There is no doubt that China 2009 provided a venue, spectacular entertainment and huge crowds of interested visitors that exceed anything before seen at a world show and which will be hard, if not impossible, to better at any future FIP show. However my abiding memory and those of other foreign visitors is of the hospitality and ever-smiling happy Chinese who visited the show. As with the Olympics, there were white track-suited volunteers, some 1500 at China 2009, who were predominantly English speaking university students.

FIP, the Federation of Inter-Asia Philately (FIAP), China Post and the City of Luoyang deserve the highest praise. In addition to the size and splendour of the Show and its associated events it is clear that the standard of Chinese philately, as demonstrated by the many fine exhibits spread across all the exhibiting classes Is now fully equal to that of other nations.  The advances in China and indeed, in other Asian countries in philatelic exhibiting over the last two decades have been impressive. Those who sometimes opine that our hobby is declining in appeal would certainly change their view if they had been at China 2009.

The Revenue Exhibits and their Awards
Class 9: Multi-frame Exhibits

John FLETCHER (Australia) Cape of Good Hope Revenues 1711-1825. LARGE SILVER (75)

Mannan Mashhur ZARIF (Bangladesh) Fiscals of Kishangarh 1871-1948. VERMEIL (81)

Martha VILLARROEL DE PEREDO (Bolivia) Revenues of Bolivia – XIX Century.  LARGE VERMEIL (85)

Guangming, LUI (China) Republic of China Tobacco and Alcohol Tax Stamps 1912-1949. GOLD (90)
Lie ZHONG (China) The Republic of China Local Edition Fiscal Stamp 1919-1934. VERMEIL (83)
Lilin MIAO (China)  `Restricted for Use in Xinjiang ‘ Pagoda Tax Stamps Of China 1934-1948. VERMEIL (80)

Chao YANG (China) Revenue Stamps of Central China Region 1949-1950. VERMEIL (80)

Zhengjun CAI (China)  The Great Wall Diagram Revenue Stamps: First Set of Revenue Stamps for the People’s Republic of China.  GOLD (90)

Zhenghui CAI (China) The First Set of Revenue Stamps,  People’s Republic of China.  LARGE VERMIEL  (85)

Qiansheng ZHANG (China) Judicial Stamps of China, 1912-1949. VERMEIL (82)

Anlin WANG (China) Local Currency Tax Stamps of Shaanxi.  LARGE SILVER (78)
Li XIAO (China) China 1913-1939. VERMEIL (80)

Peter COCKBURN (Great Britain) Revenue &  Judicial Stamps of the Straits Settlements.  LARGE VERMEIL (85)

John DAHL (Great Britain) Revenues of Macau from 1879. LARGE VERMEIL  (86)

Clive ACKERMAN (Great Britain)  The Revenue Stamps of Peru. VERMEIL (83)  
Agus WIBAWANTO (Indonesia) Revenues of the Java Republican Period 1945-1949. VERMEIL (83)

Kedar PRADHAN (Nepal) Revenues of Nepal.  LARGE SILVER (75)

Francisc AMBRUS (Romania) The Use of Romanian Revenues with the King Ferdinand Effigy 1919-1903. VERMEIL (80) 

Miceviski VASIL (Serbia)  Fiscal Stamps of Serbia during the German Occupation, 1941-1945. VERMEIL (80)

Nararat  LIMNARARAT (Thailand )  Siam Revenue Stamps 1877-1945. LARGE VERMEIL (88)

Class 11: Literature 

Jenn-Jye YU (China Taipei)  The Transportation Series Revenue Stamps of China.  VERMEIL  (81)

Clive AKERMAN (Great Britain)  The Revenue Journal. LARGE VERMEIL (85)

Philatelic Hungarica (Hungary)  Catalogue of Postage and Revenue Stamps of Hungary.  LARGE VERMEIL (87)

Class 12H: One –frame Exhibits 

Khalid DARWISH  (Bahrain) Revenue Stamps of Bahrain, Proofs 1885 Issue.   65 marks.

Wing Kit Dennis CHOW (Macau) Canadian Tobacco Tax Paid with QV Portraits. 85 marks

Hong Kuong  IO (Macau) Macau Postage stamps overprinted for use as Revenues 1919/21. 82 marks.
Mihai COJOCAR  (Romania) 126 Errors of ~Social Securities’ Stamps 1947-49. 82 marks.

Review of the Revenue Entries
 Twenty multi-frame exhibits were on display (unfortunately three accepted displays did not arrive).   Of these only three were of eight frames, in part this was because a large number of the new exhibits.  As the host nation China provided nine of the exhibits and the FIPA region as a whole contributed fourteen.    
The distribution of awards was:

Gold

         2

Large Vermeil        6

Vermeil 
         9

Large Silver 
         3 

Overall the results were less than those achieved at the FIP show at EFIRO 2008. However I do not consider that this is because the judges applied a harder marking scheme. It is more likely a reflection of a larger number of five-frame new to international display. This is to be welcomed as many of the exhibits represent the first occasion on which their country has been represented in the Revenue Class. 
General Comments

The remarks here, and the notes on individual exhibits, are all based on my personal observation although I was able to discuss some of the exhibits with other collectors and exhibitors. My comments are given in order to provide some guidance to exhibitors although I am sure that not every one will agree the suggestions.     
The majority of revenue exhibits at China and at other exhibitions focus on an individual country and often for a restricted time period.  The overall aim is to show the development of the stamps (both adhesive and impressed) and to illustrate their use. These aspects are a blend of the approaches used in the longer established FIP Classes of Traditional and Postal History although for the latter the focus on rates and routs changes to show the purpose of the stamps and the rates of duty, tax etc.  There are variations on this theme, for instance exhibitors can focus on stamps used for specific taxes and charges such as tobacco, social security and the like. This leads to the need for the exhibit to clearly state, especially on the title page, the aim of the exhibit.  
The Aims 
 If the exhibit is restricted to a specific time period or confined to specific issues (say adhesive stamps, impressed, special purpose etc) this needs to be indicated. For some exhibits it is unclear as to why the exhibit ends at a particular date. For others, although the time period is given, the material only deals with a limited range of issues; for instance general duty stamps but not specialised series (alcohol, social security etc).     
The Title Page 
 Title pages for all exhibiting classes represent a challenge. The need is for a clear statement of the aims (at most 2-3 lines) and personally I prefer a guide to the frames that follow (this corresponds to the `Content Page and `Chapter Headings’ of a book), this is helpful both to judges and anyone viewing the material.

I also think that a short bibliography is required. Many of the exhibits have no guide to the literature. This is especially important for the judges as guidance on the title page allows them to undertake their own research before judging the exhibit. Carefully worded the bibliography can also provide an opportunity for the exhibitor to indicate their own personal research. Finally if the exhibitor is giving an indication of rarity, the bibliography provides a standard against which to asses this. For example, labelling an item `previously unrecorded’ has little meaning if the literature on which this statement is based is not given.
It is important that the title page is attractive to the eye and clearly outlines what the story line is for the exhibit. Too many title pages comprise a single sheet of typing in 10/12 point using a single font. In such cases the viewer, and often the judge, will not actually read the whole page!  So try and liven up the title page with sub-headings, dot points, change of font etc – as exhibits are produced using computer aids the scope is large. The title page is the guide to the whole display and the more help that it gives to the viewer and the more attractive it is to view the better. 
Presentation

All exhibitors know that the maximum for presentation is five marks. Most also know that it is not the 4 or 5 points for a well-presented exhibit that is important. All judges will tell exhibitors that in practice if the exhibit looks attractive and easy to follow that marks will likely increase for other sections -  especially those for Treatment.

I have exhibited in all FIP Classes, I hasten to add not at FIP level, and I have no doubt aht Revenues provide the greatest challenge for presentation. This is because stamps and especially documents showing use come in such a wide variety of sizes and shapes. For some exhibits this leads to over-crowding on the ages, for others a single large document can cover two sheets and only perhaps show a single stamp. There are no simple answers to these problems except to try and make the lay-out attractive to the eye.

Also some exhibits still repeat the title of the exhibit on every page; this is un-necessary and takes up valuable space. However sub-headings in a suitably chosen font etc are a key that enable the judge to follow the story line.
Sets of Stamps
For many of the displays the preferred approach is to show, especially for sets composed of smaller adhesive stamps, the whole set often mint and included proofs etc if they are available. This follows the pattern usually adopted for exhibits in the Traditional Class. The set is then flowed by examples of use on document. Some revenue exhibits at China 2009 neither showed the set of stamps or even listed the values that were issued.
In one of two of the China 2009 exhibits the style of the stamps was illustrated by the use of photocopies – never do this!

Also often details of printer and related information was omitted. In some cases such information is not known but where this is the case the exhibitor should say so and perhaps give some idea of the likely printer.

Documents – Duty/Tax Rates
The most common criticism from judges is the lack if suitable information on the duty/tax rates that apply to the documents used for illustration. This often causes very real problems for the exhibitor but greater attention needs to be given to this topic. Ideally what is required is a brief mention of the Act/Legislation that relates to the duty/tax but also more detail information to explain the value of the stamps used. For example for the Western Australia Hospital Fund Tax, introduced as the Hospital Fund (contribution) Act 1931, the tax  was charged at 1½d  per  £1  (or part thereof) although  the first  £1 was not charged. As an example for a wage of £3/17/9 the charge was 3 times 1½d, ie 4½d and payment is indicated by a 3d and a 1½d stamp. Such explanations giving detail of the stamps appended to the document are required.
However although this is the ideal many exhibitors will reply that they cannot locate government records needed to give the details of the duty to be paid. In such cases it is better to say that to date the rate is unknown. Ideally if the exhibitor can locate multiple documents it is sometimes possible to reliably estimate what the detailed tax rate was. Such studies also indicate personal research. This type of research, ie when records are lacking, is akin to the problem that sometimes occurs with early air mail rates I Aerophilately. What is certain is that revenue judges will continue to look for and comment on the absence of detail of the rates that apply to documents.

Documents – Lack of Examples
A related problem is how to deal with a lack of documents in a revenue display. It is not uncommon that the exhibitor has not been able to find any documents to illustrate the use of a specific series of stamps. In some instances this is because all such documents were retained in government files to be later officially destroyed. In such instances neither used stamps or documents are known – this applies to the judicial stamps for some countries, although is not unknown for some documents to have escaped destruction! Where retention and destruction by the appropriate government agency was employed this should be mentioned in the exhibit – otherwise the judges are likely to penalise the marks given.

In other cases documents with stamps for some issues, often the earlier series, are very rare. This is the case for some of the smaller British Colonies in the 19th century.  Such examples create problem for judges – if they are familiar with the country concerned they will give special credit for such documents. However if they have less knowledge for the country of the display it creates difficulties for judges and exhibitors. The more information the exhibitor can give to explain the lack of documents the better. Again my advice is to say that they are unknown/difficult to find rather than to ignore the matter.

Summary 

 These comments have focussed on a selection of the problems that face judges and exhibitors. Key topics are:

Title pages – attractive to view and giving a story line

Presentation – need for clear headings to pages and an uncluttered lay-out

Explanation of rates illustrated on documents.

These are recurring problems and will undoubtedly apply to most exhibitions – past, present and future!  They have the potential to form a basis for discussion among exhibitors and judges and any comments you have would be most welcome additions the Revenue Web Site. Especially welcome for the Web Site would be scans of exhibits or potential exhibits – these provide valuable information for others and are undoubtedly the best way for us all to learn and to share experience.

Detailed Comments on the China entries
My personal knowledge of the revenue philately of China is limited. However the nine exhibits on display provide a wonderful introduction. There are specialised studies of individual stamp series and issues from 1912 to 1950. It is difficult to belief that less than two decades ago there were virtually no exhibits from China entered in international shows. For revenues there was only a single entry at Washington 2006 and two at EFIRO 2008. It is clear that in the future we will see many more high quality Chinese revenue at FIP regional and world shows.

All of the Chinese exhibits are presented in excellent English and the organisation to achieve this is to be admired. In addition the presentation of all the revenue exhibits at China 2009 was of a high standard which demonstrates excellent mentoring. I would add that this in no way limited the individuality of single exhibits. The majority of the General Comments (above) that refer to Title Pages, Presentation and Use of Documents do not apply to the majority of the Chinese exhibits. Further, most show a commendable balance between a traditional approach to the stamps themselves and the inclusion of well-chosen documents.
For much of the period from 1912 to 1950 China was subject to a series of wars and revolutions and although taxes and the use of revenue stamps continued there was severe disruption to all aspects of the supply of stamps. This resulted from frequent changes of printer, problems with paper, overprinting of existing stamps and the issue of stamps unique to certain regions or municipalities. These complexities are well-handled in the exhibits at China 2009 although on occasion additional information regarding printers and printing processes would be appropriate.

My personal favourite among the China exhibits is the 8-frame study of Tobacco and Alcohol Stamps 1912-1949 by Guangming Liu which was also shown at Washington & Efiro. The material includes stamps of all sizes together with wrapper seals and examples of use on old cigarette packets. The presentation of such varied material to give such an attractive informative display is, in my opinion, outstanding.

The FIP Revenue Commission would be delighted to arrange for scans of some of the exhibits on display at China 2009, or indeed other exhibits, to be added to our web site. 

Individual Comments on other entries at China 2009

John Fletcher (LS 75)

A new exhibit to international competition , the display focused on early impressed Cape of Good Hope markings prior to 1815. Many of the items are impressive with the earliest document dated 1677. The exhibit will benefit greatly from revision to treatment and presentation. The write-up needs to be shortened and focus more on the rates involved, also the title of the exhibit should be omitted from the individual pages. Because most of the markings are uncoloured impressed strikes  there will always be a problem of the visibility of these – the exhibit might gain from lengthening the period to include the early adhesive revenues . 
Mannan Masshhur Zarif  (V 83) 

A display of the revenue stamps of Kishangarh 1871-1948. The material includes both adhesive stamps and stamped paper, the former includes Perkins Bacon proofs. One improvement would be to list (or better to show) all the values available on stamped paper and as adhesives. The `Special Issue’ of 1912 is included, why was it `special’?  Details are given of the dates of the documents but as is often the case with Indian States exhibits more detail of the revenue fee/tax charged is required.  The details given on the title page should match those on the sheets. Say why Kishangarh stopped issuing its own revenue stamps in 1948 and perhaps one or two examples of revenue collection immediately after that time but from Kishangarh. There is, on some sheets, too much white paper!  It is always a pleasure to welcome a display in a new field from an established exhibitor.

Martha Villarroel de Peredo  (LV 85)

The subject is the 19th century revenue stamps of Bolivia. These were first issued in 1867 and the early stamps, especially the 5c, are illustrated with detailed plating studies of the various printings. The presentation of these and the research involved are excellent, indeed they are an example of how to exhibit plating studies that could well be employed by others. For each printing there are examples of use, although one for the first printing is no shown. 

The later issues, such as the Coat of Arms, Figure of Justice etc , are included although more detail on the date of issue and possible printers could be added. There is also a rejected design but this should be accompanied by comments on the series for which is was intended also perhaps of its provenance. The cut-off date is 1899 but it would good if a reason was given for the selection of this date. 

Peter Cockburn  (LV 85)

A 5-frame display  with good title page which includes a bibliography, outline and attractive presentation that incorporates both adhesive and impressed stamps. Commences with an impressed duty on document of 1830, the cut-off date for the material s about 1891 and a small improvement would be say why this date was chosen. Material is divided into Marine Policy Stamps, Foreign Bills, Judicial and General Revenues. For each the stamps are illustrated and described followed, where possible, by documentary use. To date no Marine Policy documents are known and other early documents are also difficult. An interesting section deals with impressed stamps used after 1888 as cancels for adhesive stamps of the same value. 

John Dahl (LV 86)

A 5-frame exhibit which finished about 1937; good title page with bibliography and guide to the frames. The first issue was in 1879 and there are is excellent early stamp material including proofs. However the first used document is for 1896 and then next in the 1900s, for the later period the balance of stamps and document is good. This is an example of the problem of what to do if documents are difficult (impossible?) to obtain. It would be better to try and explain this rather to leave the early imbalance unexplained.

Clive Ackerman (V 83)  

The exhibit focuses of the documentary series, as a joint author of the standard reference the research is commendable although oddly the reference is given as Ackerman & Mull 1907! The focus is on proofs and the like although these are backed by documents and perhaps a few additional illustrations of this kind would enhance the exhibit. Overall the presentation is pleasing to the eye and the story easy to follow. However the title page is essentially a page of single spaced typing and would benefit by major revision. The last sheet is the use of an overprinted early Peruvian revenue stamp used by one of the he private English Strike Mail providers in the 1970s. I am a firm believer on a strong or eye-catching final page and this is certainly that.

Clive is also to be offered congratulations for the Vermeil (83) award achieved by The Revenue Journal which he edits.  This was the second highest mark in the 37 entries in the Philatelic Magazine and Journal Literature Category.

Agus Wibawanto (V 83)

The exhibit focuses on a period in Indonesian history that was one of turmoil and conflict following the defeat of the Japanese invaders.  The period was marked by the use, sometimes overprinted sometimes not, of earlier revenue and postage stamps including those from the Japanese Occupation and the Netherlands Indies.  Although a restricted time period, the illustrations of both stamps and the range of documentary use is impressive. Although it would be difficult, some comment on the printers used during tis period of turmoil would be one addition that could be considered.

Kedar Pradhan  (LS 75)

A selection of material from Nepal, the first frame composed of early documents that bear the Royal Seal. The detail of converting the dates to the accepted Western calendar is well done but it is not clear as to whether the seals are really revenued in the true sense of the word , ie receipt for payment of a tax and if so what was the rate of the tax. Also it is not fully explained whether or not the exhibit is confined to specific classes of revenues and whether they are also others such as adhesive revenue stamps. The final sheets are interesting but they are not well combined into the story line and it is unclear as to the finish date and why that date was selected.  More guidance on these aspects should be given on the title page. Also omit the photographs of the Kings of Nepal that are included in frame 5. 

Francisc Ambrus  (V 80)

A study of Romanian revenues from 1919-1930. The documentary material and research associated with this exhibit  are excellent. However the presentation and treatment need attention. The story line is difficult to follow, the sheets too crowded  and the text is too long. The addition of clear headings is recommended. For each of the revenues issues during the period it would be better to commence with a page showing all the values issued and then to proceed to illustrate use. Never use photocopies of stamps as illustrations in an exhibit.  

Miceviski Vasil  (V 80)

The exhibit consider the period of German occupation, 1941-45, during the Second World War. For the initial period of the occupation Serbian stamps of the 1934/37 issue were used.  Progressively new designs replaced the earlier, often overprinted, stamps. Some were quite specific,  ie. those used to raise finds to establish German-speaking schools in parts of pre-war Serbia. Also the northern portion of Serbia, Banat, was treated differently to the other parts of the country. Special uses such as the Road Fund stamps are illustrated but details of their use could be more fully explained. As is so often the case during periods of war details of printers are sparse; more background detail to the Serbian Orthodox Fund Stamps which are well represented would be welcome. Overall a well described and illustrated example of the problems and development of revenue stamps during a period of foreign occupation.

Nararat Limnarat (LV88)

A 5-frame display of Thai revenue stamps 1877-1945. With the wide range of revenue stamps from Thailand a 5-frame display needs to selective and the focus is on Agricultural Taxes, General Revenues, Court Fees and `Other’. Many of the examples included are excellent including the Monogram essays of 1877, the `Other’ category includes used and on document examples of the 1945 occupation stamps for the Malaya States. The exhibitor should have no difficulty in extending the exhibit to 8 frames for future shows.  An unusual omission is that there appears to be no bibliographic references although the 2007 edition of the Thai Revenue Stamp Checklist (Blakeney and Iber) provides an excellent overview.
